
 

Waterford Business Wins Regional Award at National Enterprise 

Awards 

 

 

Local business wins Southern Regional Award at this year’s National Enterprise Awards at the Aviva 

Stadium in Dublin. 

CF Pharma, Waterford’s representative at this year’s National Enterprise Awards won this year’s 
Southern Region award and were presented with their award by Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and 

Innovation, Mary Mitchell O’Connor at the awards ceremony at the Aviva Stadium last Friday night. 
Speaking at the ceremony, company CEO Clare Hughes said: “We are delighted to have won the 
regional award for both our company and for Waterford and are particularly delighted that our 

company’s commitment to innovation and quality has been recognised at a national level”. 

CF Pharma Ireland Ltd, based in the city’s Northern Industrial Estate, employing nine people and set 

up by Clare Hughes just a few years back with support from Waterford’s Local Enterprise Office 
(LEO), is a medical device innovator whose business is primarily the generation of medical device 

status products for the OTC (over-the-counter) pharma market. The company currently exports to nine 

countries and has achieved a turnover of €900,000 in just two years, with exports accounting for 90 
per cent of sales 

Speaking at the awards, the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, Ms. Mary Mitchell 

O'Connor T.D. said: "I am delighted to be here to witness first-hand the innovative entrepreneurs that 

Ireland has.  Through the National Enterprise Awards, the success stories of Ireland's small businesses 

are showcased nationally and internationally by the Local Enterprise Offices. Small businesses, like 

the finalists here at the National Enterprise Awards, are the backbone of the Irish economy and I want 

to ensure that I can put in place the right conditions for more small businesses to grow.  Two thirds of 



all new jobs are created by start-ups and I want to encourage more people to start new businesses, 

with the help of their Local Enterprise Office. I want to congratulate all of this year's winners and I 

wish them the very best for the future, as they 'fly the flag' for Ireland's small businesses.” 

Head of Enterprise at LEO Waterford, Richie Walsh, said that CF Pharma is a prime example of a top 

quality start-up and so deserving of this award. “This company is composed of a really quality team of 
people committed to research and innovation but also to the demands of the market-place and with a 

keen consciousness of the needs of its customers. It is led by a totally committed CEO with a clear 

vision of where she wants the company to go and represents all that is excellent about Waterford’s 

start-up community”   

Further information on the supports available through the Local Enterprise Offices is available 

through www.localenterprise.ie 
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