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1. INTRODUCTION 

This Chief Executive’s Report forms part of the statutory process as required by Part XI of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Part VIII of the Planning and 
Development Regulations 2001 (as amended). 

 
The Chief Executive’s Report summarises and details the outcomes of the public 
consultation on the Part VIII Planning Procedure relating to the proposed Mount Congreve 
Development: 

 A description of the nature and extent of the proposed development including a plan 
of the proposed development and map of the area to which it relates (Section 1 and 
Appendix A). 

 An evaluation of whether or not the proposed development is consistent with the 
proper planning and sustainable development of the area (Section 1.3). 

 The screening determination on why Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is not 
required (Section 1.4). 

 A list of the persons or bodies that made submissions or observations (Table 2.1). 

 A summary of the issues raised and the response of the Chief Executive (Table 2.2 
and Table 2.3) and; 

 A recommendation as to whether or not the proposed development should proceed 
with as proposed, or as varied or modified as recommended in the report or should 
not proceed with, as the case may be (Section 3). 

 

1.1 Description of the Proposed Works - Consultation 

The notice of the Part VIII planning procedure for the proposed Mount Congreve 
Development was advertised in the Munster Express, a local newspaper on Tuesday 27th 
April 2021 and placed on public display until May 28th 2021 

 
Plans and particulars of the proposed development were made available to view on the 
Waterford City & County Council website at www.waterfordcouncil.ie from 30th April up to 
and including 28th May 2021. 

 

Submissions or observations could be made with respect to the development on or before 
4.00pm on 11th June 2021, either in writing or via email submission to 
mtcongreve@waterfordcouncil.ie. 

 

Notice was also given to prescribed bodes in accordance with Article 81 of Part 8 of the 
Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended). 
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1.2 Summary of the Proposed Development 

The nature and extent of the proposed works, as described in the public and site notice is as 
follows: 

 

 The development, which is the subject of this Part 8 public consultation, will involve alterations 
and refurbishment works to accommodate visitor reception and access to the gardens in the 
principal ground floor rooms of the House and to provide catering and sanitary facilities and 
ancillary retail in the east courtyard. It is proposed to roof over the courtyard to create a 
flexible space which can cater to a variety of special events. It is also proposed to develop a 
car park and an integrated constructed wetland effluent treatment system. 
 

 This application also includes an Appropriate Assessment screening report, an Environmental 
Impact Assessment screening report and an Architectural Heritage Impact Assessment. 

 

 Mount Congreve is included in the Record of Protected Structures, RPS Ref. No. 35 

 
Appendix A of this Report includes a plan of the proposed development and appropriate 
map of the area. 

 

Appendix B contains a zoning Map of the area from the Waterford County Development 

Plan 2011-2017 as amended. 
 

1.3 Planning Policy 

The site is zoned for ‘Integrated Rural Tourism & Recreational Complexes’.  Goal No 4 under 
the Vision Statement is to ‘Protect, enhance and promote access to the County’s Built, 
Natural and Linguistic heritage’ along with other relevant sections and objectives of the 
Waterford County Development Plan, 2011-2017 (as amended and extended following the 
merger of Waterford City and County Councils in 2014). 

Vision Statement Goal No 4 - Protect, enhance and promote access to the County’s Built, 

Natural and Linguistic heritage 

Section 6.16 of the Development plan titled ‘Heritage & Culture’, makes a particular 

reference to developing the Mount Congreve estate and gardens into a major tourist 
attraction, to be enjoyed by public and visitors. 

The following policies and objectives of the development are also relevant to the 
development: 

Policy ECD 26 

To protect and enhance Waterford County’s architectural and cultural heritage as a strong 
tourism product in a sustainable manner 

Objective ECD 8 

To identify and develop visitor trails where appropriate to promote the landscape heritage, 
demesnes and great gardens open to the public and promoting appropriate accessible sites 
of industrial heritage in the County 
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Objective ECD 9 

To retain and project the unique architectural heritage of villages and towns in the County 

Section 8.32 of the Development plan titled ‘Historic Landscapes’, makes further reference 

to the potential development of Mount Congreve Gardens and Objective AH1 of same 

section states, 

‘It is an objective of the Council to produce Guidance notes for the Appraisal of Historic 
Gardens, Demesne Estate’s and their settings, these guidelines will provide advice on new 
developments proposed in historic gardens and demesne estates and their impact on existing 
heritage.’ 

 
1.3.1 Assessment & Evaluation 

The proposed development is zoned as ‘Integrated Rural Tourism & Recreational 
Complexes’ in the Waterford County Development Plan, 2011 – 2017 as amended (refer to 
drawing included in Appendix B) where the objective is to ‘support the development of 
Integrated Rural Tourism and Recreational Complexes at Mount Congreve Estate’. This 
evaluation has found that this development supports and is consistent with the zoning and 
planning objectives for the area as set out in the relevant sections of the development plan 
as outlined above. 

 
Thus having regard to the report and details submitted, there is no objection to the 
development as proposed and it is recommended that it proceeds as outlined. 

 

1.4 Environmental Impact Assessment Screening Determination 

Waterford City and County Council has carried out an Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) Screening Report in accordance with requirements of Section 120(1B)(b)(i) and has 
determined that there is no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment. 
Accordingly, it has determined that an EIA is not required in respect of this proposed 
development. The EIA report and recommendation of the screening were made available 
with the Part VIII planning application for the duration of the consultation period. 
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2. SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED 

1 submission was received within the statutory timeframe from prescribed bodies and none 
from the public/stakeholders. The person/organization and/or prescribed bodies who made 
the submissions are detailed in Table 2-1 below. 

 

Table 2-1        Submissions received within the statutory timeframe 
 

Submission no. Name Address 

Prescribed Bodies 

1 Fáilte Ireland 88-95 Amiens St, Dublin 1, D01 WR86 

 

Public Submissions 

No submissions received. 

 
A summary of the issues raised, and the Chief Executive’s response and any 
recommendation is provided in Table 2.2  
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Table 2.2 Summary of Prescribed Bodes Submissions, the Chief Executive’s Response, and Recommendations 
 

Submission 
No. / Ref 

Name Summary of Submission Chief Executive Response & Recommendation 

1 Fáilte Ireland Submission fully in favour of the proposed development 
once in line with the proper planning and that 
environmental requirements are complied with. 

Noted - submission welcomed. 

Recommendation: No Change 
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3. RECOMMENDATION 

The proposed development will support and complies with the policies and objectives of the 
current County Development Plan 2011-2017 (as amended) and complies with ministerial 
guidelines, government policies and with the Regional Planning Guidelines. It is considered 
therefore that the development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable 
development of the area. Thus having regard to the report and details submitted, there is no 
objection to the development as proposed and it is recommended that it proceed as 
outlined. 
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APPENDIX A - PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT AND MAP OF AREA 
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APPENDIX B –  

SITE ZONING MAP FROM DEVLOPMENT PLAN
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