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The wind energy map for Waterford County Council and related policies was adopted as a variation to the 2005-2011 Waterford County Development Plan on the 18th of December 2007, and it is included as an Appendix in the 2011-2017 County Development Plan. The wind energy map shall be used in the assessment of all wind energy applications in County Waterford. The County has been categorised into 4 classes as identified on the wind energy map. The classes are as follows: 
· Strategic Areas- (Areas coloured in  Yellow on the attached map)
These key areas are deemed eminently suitable for wind farm development and should be reserved for such purposes.
· Preferred Areas (Areas coloured in Blue on the attached map)
These areas are suitable for wind farm development and should normally be granted planning permission unless specific local planning circumstances would support a decision to refuse permission in the context of the development plan.
· Areas Open for Consideration (Areas coloured in  green on the attached map)
Applications for planning permission will be treated on their merits with the developer having a clear responsibility to demonstrate as to why the development should be granted permission.
· No-Go Areas (Areas  coloured  in Red on the attached map)
These are areas that are particularly unsuitable for wind farm development. While these areas are considered primarily unsuitable for wind farm development, there may be pockets of land within these “no- go areas” which, due to specific criteria such as significantly high wind speeds, distance from populated areas and screening by natural topography from scenic views and prospects, may be considered for wind farm developments subject to applicants providing appropriate submissions including wire frame analysis, zones of visual influence and digital terrain models. 

All new wind farm developments should comply with the following standards:
· No turbines shall be positioned within 400m of a habitable house;
· No wind farm projects shall be at variance with the safe operations of Waterford Regional Airport; and
· Wind farms shall be developed in accordance with recommendations in the Wind Energy Development Guidelines by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.
The Class boundaries outlined in the Wind Energy Map are indicative. A flexible approach may be taken by the Planning Authority where a Wind Farm application is proposed in an area that contains two contrasting zonings as per the Wind Energy Map.
