MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS OF DUNGARVAN URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

Dungarvan has a long history of local administration. An Act of Parliament held under Edward IV in 1463 at Wexford refers to ‘The Portreeve and Commons of the Town of Dungarvan’. On 4 January 1609/1610 James I granted a charter to Dungarvan stating that there should be a corporate body within the borough consisting of a Sovereign, Brethren and Free Burgesses.

However, by the end of the seventeenth century it appears that the corporation ceased to function in Dungarvan.

Local government in Dungarvan was reintroduced when a town meeting was held in order to adopt the Town’s Improvement Act 1854. The first election of the new Town Commissioners was held in the Magistrate’s room in the Courthouse on 29 January 1855. 

On 8 June 1863 the Dungarvan Harbour, Markets and Improvement Act 1863 was passed. This act enabled the Dungarvan Town Commissioners to extend and regulate the markets of Dungarvan and allowed for the transfer of the management of the roads and bridges in the town from the Waterford Grand Jury to the Dungarvan Town Commissioners. The Act allowed the Commissioners to hold property and lands, to act as a Harbour Authority and collect Harbour dues. It also allowed the Commissioners to collect rates, borrow money and have control of the markets and roads within the town. 

Under the Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1898 local government in Ireland was reorganised and Dungarvan became an urban district. Local elections were held and new Urban District Councillors were elected. On 23 January 1899 the first meeting of the Dungarvan Urban District Council was held.

The Minute Books for the period 1855-1900 detail the work of the Town Commissioners, recording the improvements on the town of Dungarvan, the work of the Commissioners as a harbour authority and the functions of the Town Commissioners as a sanitary authority under the Public Health Act, 1874. The Commissioners dealt with and oversaw the maintenance of the roads, harbour, markets, waterworks and provided artisan’s dwellings under the Housing of the Working Classes Act, 1890. 

Following the Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1898 the Minute Books detail the work of Dungarvan Urban District Council. It is of interest to note that the same Minute Book (UDC/1/8) was used to record the last meetings of the Dungarvan Town Commissioners and with the turn of a page was used to record the first meetings of the Dungarvan Urban District Council. 

The Minutes for the meetings of Dungarvan Urban District Council record the elections of councillors, the striking of rates, the provision of housing and sanitary services for Dungarvan, the maintenance and improvement of the harbour and town and the resolutions of the urban district councillors.

The Minutes of the Meetings of Dungarvan Town Commissioners and Dungarvan Urban District Council are an invaluable record for the town of Dungarvan. The developments of the town can be traced under both administrations and the growth of the town is clearly recorded. Events of local, national and international significance are also recorded. 

The heroic sea rescues and tragic losses at sea are recorded within the pages of the Minute Books. The presence of Belgian refugees in Dungarvan during the First World War was recorded in the minutes (UDC/1/11) and a concert in aid of the Belgians was held in the Town Hall in Dungarvan on Monday 7 December 1914. 

The allegiance of the Urban District Council to Dail Eireann was recorded in the Minutes of the Dungarvan Urban District Council. The arrest of Patrick Whelan, urban district councillor, by the British authorities was recorded (UDC/1/12). The Urban District Council (UDC/1/18) supported the stance of Eamonn de Valera in maintaining the neutrality of Ireland during the Second World War. The visit of the mayor of Chicago to Dungarvan in 1964 is recorded in the minutes (UDC/1/19).

The Minute Books of the Town Commissioners and Urban District Council were maintained by the Urban District Council in the Town Hall, Friary Street until the Urban District Council moved to new premises in the Civic Offices, Dungarvan. At this time the Minute Books and other records were boxed and transferred to the Waterford County Archives Service, Dungarvan Library, Davitt’s Quay, Dungarvan. 

Little beyond the Minute Books survive for the Dungarvan Town Commissioners and the records of the Town Commissioners and the earlier Corporation may have been lost when the old Market House in Lower Main Street was sold by the Duke of Devonshire in 1861. Records relating to Dungarvan Corporation may be found among the Lismore and Chatsworth papers due to the close association between the Corporation and the Dukes of Devonshire. 

Further records in relation to the Dungarvan Town Commissioners and the early days of the Dungarvan Urban District Council were destroyed in the 1950s during an over enthusiastic cleaning of the Town Hall in Friary Street.

However, there are a number of early files and maps among the records retained in the Town Hall, which were then transferred to Waterford County Archives Service. In 1990 Dungarvan Museum came into the possession of the papers of John Hunt of Bayview House, Ballinacourty, Dungarvan who had been solicitor for the local authority in Dungarvan from c. 1870 – c. 1920 and these are available to researchers at Dungarvan Museum, Old Town Hall in Friary Street. 

For a more detailed history of Dungarvan Corporation and Dungarvan Town Commissioners, a calendar of the Minutes from 1855 – 1950 and details of further records in relation to local government and developments in Dungarvan see A Calendar of the Minutes and Records of Dungarvan Town Commissioners and Urban District Council 1855 – 1950 by William Fraher, 1991 (LSHBNF 352.04191, Waterford County Library).

This calendar is invaluable as it contains a detailed account of the minutes allowing for a quick search for information. It also contains the only record of a volume UDC/1/6 for the period 16 April 1883-27 June 1888 which was not found among the material boxed and transferred to the Archives Store from the old Town Hall. 

Joanne Rothwell                                                              28 September 1999
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                                                                Minutes of the meetings of the 

                                                                Dungarvan Town Commissioners

                                                                and Dungarvan Urban District 

                   Council. Records the resolutions of the Dungarvan Town 

                   Commissioners relating to their functions as the local 

                   authority responsible for the provision and maintenance of 

                   roads, harbour, markets, waterworks and artisans dwellings.

                   Contains correspondence with the Local Government Board,  

                   with other central authorities and with individuals and 

                   organisations. Includes the reports of the Town Surveyor and

                   other local officials including the Inspector of Nuisances.

                   Details the finances of the Town Commissioners and the works 

                   undertaken to improve the town and harbour, including the 

                   Cunnigar Embankment and the Town Sewerage Scheme.

                   Records the elections of the Urban District Councillors and the 

                   resolutions passed by the councillors. Details the striking of 

                   rates, the provision of housing, sanitary services and the state of 

                   the finances of the Urban District Council. Records reports on 

                   the housing and sanitary requirements of the town and includes

                   deputations from individuals and organisations requesting the 

                   assistance of the Urban District Council. Details the 

                   correspondence with central authorities such as the Local 

                   Government Board and later the Department of Local 

                   Government and with other organisations and individuals.
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    1             29 January 1855 –                Includes: the minutes of the first 

                   9 April 1860                         meeting of Dungarvan Town 

                                                                Commissioners at which Andrew 

                   Carbery was elected chairman (29 January 1855). Details the 

                   election of the first Town Clerk. The candidates were ‘Edward 

                   Lonngan’, ‘Richard Byrne’ and ‘Patrick N. Fitzgerald’. ‘Edward

                   Lonngan’ was elected by a majority of three votes and was 

                   appointed Town Clerk at a salary of £25 per annum. At the

                   same meeting held on 5 February 1855 it was proposed by 

                   Maurice Goff and seconded by John R. Dower that a committee

                   be appointed to look after the improvement of the Town ‘…in 

                   the way of Flagging and paving and that Said Committee to 

                   consist of Edward Shaw, Patrick Coady, John Wall, James Byrne

                   and John R. Dower (pp3-4).                                            605pp

    2             10 April 1860 -                     Includes: an address to ‘His Grace       

                   26 June 1865                        the most Noble William, Duke of

                                                                 Devonshire welcoming him in his

                   visit to Ireland and also ‘…to tender to your Grace our Grateful

                   acknowledgements of the truly munificent gift so recently 

                   conferred by your Grace on our Town in those extensive market

                   places which are of so great value to its inhabitants …’. Stating 

                   that ‘…Acting through the Generous and disinterested feelings

                   of an exalted mind, your Grace has placed your tenantry in a 

                   position of independence which they never under other 

                   circumstances could have aspired to. This is indeed the greatest

                   possible means of reconciling them to the loss they will 

                   otherwise sustain in being separated from that close connexion

                   with the House of Cavendish which they and their Fathers have

                   had so long the privilege of enjoying’ (p1-2). On 20 October

                   1862 a resolution stating that ‘…having taken into consideration

                   the intended project of Mr. Arthur Boate, for construction of a 

                   viaduct and embankment from the Town of Dungarvan to the 

                   Cunnigar. We are of the opinion that it would be of considerable

                   advantage to this Town and surrounding country; and have no 

                   doubt as to its being a most Remunerative Speculation. But that

                   it should be carried out under the Sanction of the Admiralty and 
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                   not interfere with the navigation as we consider that the Situation

                   of the Viaduct as shown on the map should be further south’

                   (p.254).                                                                           560pp

    [3]          [1865 – 1869]

    4             18 June 1869 –                      Includes: an order to form the       

                   20 August 1877                     Town Commission into the 

                                                                 Urban Sanitary Authority for

                   Dungarvan in compliance with the letter of the Local

                   Government Board and the provisions of the Public Health

                   (Ireland) Act, 1874 (p604).                                         861pp

    5             3 September 1877 -               Includes: a report from Edmund

                   12 April 1883                        Keohan made on 12 December 

                                                                 1879 on the system of oil lamps

                   used for the lighting of Kilkenny and on the advisability of 

                   adopting a similar system for the public lighting of Dungarvan

                   (p. 233). Contains the seal of the Dungarvan Town 

                   Commissioners in shellac on the end of the minutes of a meeting

                   held on 10 November 1882. Includes a resolution of the 

                   Commissioners expressing their dissatisfaction at the harsh 

                   sentence imposed on Edward Dwyer Gray M.P. by ‘Judge 

                   Larson’ expressing their support of the intention of bringing

                   the matter to the attention of the House of Commons ‘…in 

                   having the sentence mitigated in so far as the imprisonment is 

                   concerned…’ and also stating that ‘…we are prepared in unison

                   with the generous hearted people of our country to do our part in

                   not only relieving Mr. Gray of any pecuniary penalty, but 

                   presenting him with such a testimonial as will be commensurate

                   with his indefatigable endeavours as an Irish National journalist

                   to preserve an independent political opinion in Ireland as well as

                   benefit in every possible manner the oppressed people of this

                   country’ (pp604-605).                                                   697pp       
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    6             16 April 1883 –                     Missing
                   27 June 1888

   7              6 July 1888 –                         Includes: receipts and notes from

                   23 August 1894                     the Provincial Bank of Ireland 

                                                                  Limited regarding the finances of 

                   the Town Commission. A resolution on 14 September 1893 was

                   passed to ‘…congratulate and thank Mr. Gladstone, the Liberal

                   Party and the Irish Members for their great perseverance and 

                   self sacrificing efforts which they devoted to the passing of the 

                   Home Rule Bill for Ireland and that we denounce in the most

                   emphatic manner the action of the House of Lords in rejecting 

                   the Bill and hope that their power of nullifying the voice of the 

                   people will soon be a thing of the past’ (p. 306). Index to the 

                   orders and resolutions.                                                   741pp

   8              23 August 1894 –                  Includes: newspapers cuttings 

                   24 September 1900                regarding judgements relating to 

                                                                  Local Government and Poor Law

                   Relief. Contains receipts from the Provincial Bank, data in 

                   reference to striking Municipal Rates, lists of stock, machinery

                   and equipment held by the Town Commission, invoices, scale

                   of charges fixed for the weighbridge and marker scale and a 

                   letter from the Local Government Board regarding an alteration

                   to Dungarvan electoral divisions. Details a letter from J.C. 

                   Taylor, Secretary, National Education Office, Dublin regarding

                   the adoption by the Town Commissioners of the Irish Education

                   Act, 1862 with its clauses on compulsory education on 6 

                   September 1898 (p. 641). Records the preparations by the 

                   Town Commissioners for the introduction of the Local 

                   Government (Ireland) Act, 1898 such as the carrying out of 

                   the elections for the new urban district councillors and includes

                   a list of nominations for candidates (p.706). On 11 June 1900 

                   the Urban District Councillors state that they ‘…learned with 

                   sincere regret that Mr. H.C. Villiers Stuart of Dromana was

                   dangerously wounded in South Africa, and we desire to express

UDC/1/

                   our deep sympathy with Mr(s) Stuart and his anxious family

                   We wish to record our appreciation of him as a humane and

                   liberal Landlord; a generous friend to the poor and deservedly 

                   one of the most popular Gentlemen of his class in the South of 

                   Ireland. He is not an absentee Landlord – but one who spends 

                   his money at home, takes a personal interest in his tenantry and

                   the poor and we sincerely hope that we will soon see him back

                   again in restored health at Dromana with his family and among

                   the people’.                                                                  972pp

    9             8 October 1900 -                    Includes:  a statement of        

                   10 June 1907                          liabilities on the 20 February

                                                                  1899, a printed notice from 

                   William Gibbons of 20 May 1888 regarding the close of the 

                   Town Hall Purchase. A Special Meeting of 25 April 1906 

                   to consider the present position of the Contractor for the 

                   removal of the Moresby Wreck from the Harbour (p. 719). 

                                                                                                    865pp

   10            24 June 1907 -                        Includes: a copy of the 

                   31 August 1914                      Agreement between Patrick

                                                                   E. Curran, Ballinacourty and

                   the Urban District Council regarding the purchase of Cunnigar

                   (pp802-803). A resolution stating that ‘…having regard to the 

                   fact that the Irish language is largely spoken in the Co. 

                   Waterford especially in the district round Dungarvan The Urban

                   District Council earnestly call on the National Board in the 

                   interests of true National Education to send to the County 

                   an Inspector possessing a competent Knowledge of Irish’ 

                   (p. 841).                                                                         889pp
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   11            7 September 1914 -                Includes: an application for a 

                   27 June 1919                          young woman to mind children 

                                                                  until the end of the was by P.

                   McCloskey, S.O., Cappagh, county Waterford. In response the 

                   ‘…council did not see their way to accede to this application and

                   did not approve of having the Belgian Refugees let on hire as

                   servants’ (p.27). On 30 November 1914 (Mrs.) Dower, South

                   Terrace, Dungarvan, applied for the use of the Hall for Monday

                   7 December for the purpose of holding a concert in aid of the 

                   Belgians (p.29). A resolution was passed ‘…regretting the recent

                   and tragic occurrences that occurred in Dublin, tendering to the 

                   citizens our sympathy on the destruction of same & respectfully

                   urge on his Majesty’s Ministers the necessity of mercy in 

                   dealing with the rank & file who in the main were unconscious 

                   of their position etc. etc.’ (p.268). A resolution regarding the 

                   imprisonment of Dan Fraher and Philip Walsh calling on the 

                   Government to liberate them (p.267).                       693pp

   12            4 July 1919 -                          Includes: a resolution stating 

                   17 April 1925                        ‘That this Council of the Elected

                                                                  representatives of the Dungarvan

                   Urban Council at a duly convened meeting hereby acknowledge

                   the authority of Dail Eireann as the duly authorized government

                   of the Irish people, and formally undertakes to give effect to all

                   decrees duly promulgated by the said Dail Eireann in so far as

                   the same effects the Council’ 13 March 1920 (p87). A resolution

                   of protest against the arrest of Patrick Whelan Urban District 

                   Councillor ‘…such conduct on the part of the British authorities

                   being only calculated to further inflame our sorely tried people’

                   26 March 1920 (p95). A resolution congratulating to President

                   De Valera and expressing ‘…our gratitude to President De 

                   Valera for the successful efforts in the Great Republic of 

                   America in the obtainment for us of recognition of our National

                   right that is absolute independence and also to thank the Senate

                   & House of Representatives for their acknowledgements of our

                   right to independence’ (pp 95-96). On 3 January 1922 a special

                   meeting was held to consider the action to be adopted by the 
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                   Council with regard to the Treaty and it was stated that ‘…the 

                   Treaty while not giving us all we claim as a Nation gives us

                   more solid basis for the building up of the national life of our

                   country …and we are willing to give it a trial…’(p280). On 

                   25 August 1922 the Urban District Councillors tendered their

                   sympathy to the Provisional Government at the death of Michael

                   Collins (p353). A special meeting was held on 1 February 1923

                   to consider a communication from the I.R.A. (Irish Republican

                   Army) which stated that the people of Dungarvan should protest

                   against the possible execution of prisoners of war held by the 

                   Free State Forces in Waterford and that failure to do so ‘…will

                   necessitate the taking of certain measures as punishment against

                   the inhabitants of the town’. The Councillors resolved to urge

                   the Free State Government to stay all executions (p397-398). 

                                                                                                        696pp

   13            24 April 1925 – 7 May 1928                                        704pp

   14            11 May 1928 –                       Includes: a presentation on 21       

                   14 August 1931                      December 1928 to Mr. Farrell,

                                                                  representative of the Italian 

                   government at Waterford, to Joseph Downey of Dungarvan

                   of a certificate from the Italian Government expressive of their

                   ‘…high appreciation of his bravery…’ when Joseph Downey

                   accompanied by some other seamen from the S/S Greldon 

                   succeeded in rescuing in mid-ocean from the burning Italian

                   ship Fratelli Motenivi, the captain and one member of the crew,

                   the only two survivors from the ship (p143). On the 6 December

                   1929 the Councillors stated ‘…that we the members of the 

                   Dungarvan Urban District Council desire to place on record

                   an expression of our sincere sorrow and regret on the occasion 

                   of the death of our famous townsman Mr. Daniel Fraher…’ 

                   (p 338).                                                                       701pp 
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   15            21 August 1931 -                    Includes: an adjourned meeting of    

                   19 January 1934                     26 April 1932 which was 

                                                                   adjourned as a mark of respect to 

                   ‘…the late Mrs. Pearse mother of Patrick and Willie Pearse the

                   1916 Leaders. She was the mother of Ireland’s Greatest son 

                   Patrick Pearse’ (p146).                                                   519pp

   16            26 January 1934 -                   Includes: a resolution of 21 

                   4 June 1937                            December 1934 requesting that the

                                                                   Waterford County Board of Public

                   Assistance and the Minister for Local Government and Public

                   Health take immediate steps to have the County Hospital 

                   Scheme carried out as soon as possible for Dungarvan as ‘…the

                   present Hospital Equipment are entirely inadequate for the large

                   for the large numbers of patients treated there. The Doctor and 

                   Staff being greatly inconvenienced owing to the lack of 

                   accommodation, x-ray and surgical appliances…’ (p.223). 

                   Index to entries.                                                            725pp

   17            11 June 1937 -                        Includes: an index to entries. 

                   6 December 1940                                                          776pp

   18            13 December 1940 -               Includes: a resolution of 24 March 

                   28 December 1945                 1944 stating ‘That we congratulate

                                                                   Mr. Eamonn De Valera on the 

                   determined stand taken by him when he was requested by the 

                   American Government to remove from Eire the Representatives

                   of the German and Japanese Governments and further that we 

                   congratulate him for the logical reasons he gave for not acceding

                   to the request of the American Government. And further that we

                   congratulate the other Political Parties for supporting the 

                   Government’ (p491). Index to entries.                             643pp
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   19            11 January 1946 -                   Includes: a resolution of 26 July   

                   16 December 1968                 1946 stating ‘That we the 

                                                                   Members of the Dungarvan 

                   Urban District Council asks the Minister for Defence to 

                   consider the re-employment of some young Army Officers and

                   men. Placing them on the Reserve would be even a consolation

                   for services. We would also add that more pressure should be 

                   brought to bear on Industries to give employment to those men’

                   (p37). A special meeting of 1 May 1964 to discuss the intended 

                   visit of Mayor Richard J. Daly, Chicago to Dungarvan and the 

                   reception to be given in his honour.                              c. 1000pp

   20            20 January 1969 -

                   20 December 1971                                                        c. 300pp 
