WATERFORD GRAND JURY
Waterford County was established by the writ of John, King of England and Wales and Lord of Ireland in the thirteenth century. 

In the medieval period a Sheriff appointed by royal authority administered the county. The Sheriff was responsible for the collection of taxes, repair of castles, gaols, arrangements for court sessions, the policing of the county, the election of a Coroner and the construction of roads and other public works. The King’s Judges visited twice yearly to hold Assizes with the assistance of the Grand Jury. The members of the Grand Jury were chosen by the Sheriff from among the largest landowners in the county.

From the seventeenth century the Grand Jury began to acquire functions beyond the administration of justice and became involved in the provision of roads and bridges and the collection of county cess, the tax levied to pay for these works.  

Gradually they accumulated further functions, by the beginning of the nineteenth century they were responsible for a wide range of works and services including roads and bridges, lunatic asylums, county infirmaries and fever hospitals, dispensaries, courthouses and gaols.

It is this period, the nineteenth century, which the collection details. The Query Books (GJ/1-8) provide information regarding the maintenance of roads and bridges and of works such as the construction of piers and the development of the railway in Waterford County. The Contract Books (GJ/15-18) and the Assize Presentment Books(GJ/9-14) detail the contracts for the building of roads and the other construction work undertaken in the county. The Account Books (GJ/21-23) provide evidence of the county cess paid by individuals and the manner in which these funds were expended.

The administrative powers and duties of the grand juries were transferred to County Councils and Rural District Councils by the Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1898. 

The archives of the grand jury are a valuable resource as they provide evidence of the beginning of the county infrastructure, as we know it today. Many of the roads, bridges and piers still in use today were originally built under the aegis of the grand jury. These records also provide evidence of the building of railway lines in the county, many of which are no longer in use or existence. The accounts of the grand jury (GJ/21-25) also contain a glimpse at the social conditions of the time with entries such as payments made for the maintenance and transport of prisoners.

Due to the small size of the collection little arrangement has been carried out it has simply been arranged with the Query Books and Contract Books followed by the Account Books in order to show, first, the work carried out by the grand jury and then the cost of carrying out these works and services.

Similar records can be found among the archives of other County Councils in Ireland.

Joanne Rothwell

Waterford County Archivist                                                                            17 November 1998

     GJ/

                                                                               Grand jury Query Books for county Waterford 

                                                                               detailing payments to be made to individuals 

                                                                               for the maintenance of sections of the roads, 

                   bridges, piers and other works. Records the development of Waterford, Dungarvan 

                   and Lismore Railway Company. Contains the payments made for the maintenance of 

                   girls and boys at industrial schools, the support of lunatics and the dispossessed and 

                   the provision of police. Details the salaries paid to officers such as the County 

                   Surveyor and doctors at hospitals and dispensaries and the payments to local 

                   newspapers such as the ‘Waterford Star’ and ‘Waterford Standard’ for advertising.

                   Payments are made from the county at large or collected from the baronies with 

                   Payments numbered and the barony named at the top of the page. Payments are 

                   Marked disallowed, certified or paid. Headings such as ‘Salaries’, ‘Imperatives’, 

                   ‘Reformatory Schools’ and ‘Coroners’ are written in red ink.

       1           Spring 1877- Summer 1878                                                       c. 525pp 

       2           Spring 1879-Spring 1882                                                           c. 520pp

       3           Summer 1882-Summer 1883                 Includes:  an enclosure continuing the details 

                                                                                 of payments made at the Summer Assizes 

1883. c. 550pp

       4           Spring 1884-Summer 1885                                                         c. 500pp

       5           Spring 1886-Summer 1887                                                         c. 500pp

       6           Spring 1888-Summer 1889                                                         c. 500pp

       7           Spring 1890-Summer 1891                                                         c. 500pp

       8           Spring 1892-Summer 1893                                                         c. 500pp

                                                                               Grand Jury Assize Presentment Books for 

                                                                               County Waterford detailing, for the county at 

                                                                               large or the baronies, presentments under the  

                   column headings of ‘Assizes at which Presentment was made and No. in the Printed

                   Book’, ‘Person to whom Presentment was made’, ‘Description of Work’, ‘Amount of 

                   Presentment’, ‘Total’, ‘No. of voucher’, ‘To whom discharged’, ‘Payments in Part’, 

                   ‘Sums Accounted for and Paid’, ‘Remaining Undischarged’, ‘Re-presented’ and 

                   ‘Arrears paid or sums paid in advance’. States undischarged payments for previous 

                   Assizes. Payments are made in the county at large to individuals such as ‘Michael 

                   Connors’ who was paid nine pounds compensation for the loss of a rick of hay and to 

                   the Board of Superintendence to carry out work such as the alteration of passages in 

                   County Court (Spring Assizes 1865). Payments are made in baronies for works such 

                   as, the building of a bridge in the barony of “Gauetier” (Gaultier) for which thirteen 

                   pounds fourteen shillings and six pence was paid to ‘Patrick Taylor’ at the Spring 

GJ/

                   Assizes of 1866. Initially both the person to whom the payment was made and to 

                   whom discharged is recorded but later the person to whom it was discharged is 

                   only recorded if this is different to the person to whom the presentment was made.

       9           Summer 1865-Spring 1870                                                        c. 400ff

      10           Summer 1870-Spring 1871                 Includes:  a continuation of payments for the 

                                                                               Spring Assizes of 1877 with one folio detailing 

                                                                               contributions in aid of presentments.    c. 410ff

      11           Summer 1877-Summer 1883                                                    c. 400ff

      12           Spring 1884-Spring 1889                                                         c. 400ff

      13           Summer 1889-Spring 1894                                                      c. 400ff

      14           Summer 1894-Spring 1899                                                      c. 350ff   

                                                                               Grand Jury Contract Books for Waterford 

                                                                               county detailing the road and works contracts 

                                                                               entered into by the Grand Jury. Information is 

                   recorded under the headings of ‘No.’, ‘Contractors Name’, Particulars of Road/ 

                   Contract’, Barony, No. of perches and rate of perch’, ‘Annual Amount’, ‘Term and

                   Commencement’ and ‘Observations’. Index to baronies and names.

      15         1829-1844                                                                               c. 68ff

      16         1841-1853                                                                                   84ff

      17         1849-1857                                                                                  100ff

      18         1856-1867                                                                              c. 100ff

      19         [1800s]                                                Grand Jury Index Book detailing individuals

                                                                               appointed to carry out work on behalf of the 

                                                                               Waterford County Grand Jury such as, 

                   ‘Bridget Barton’ appointed midwife at Woadstown. Further records the resolutions 

                   of the Waterford Grand Jury accompanying these with the relevant page number 

                   corresponding to a book, now missing, which detailed the business of the Grand Jury 

                   at greater length.                                                                                 23pp

      20         1 July 1896- 1 July 1908                      Register of Road Contracts and the payments 

                                                                               made on these for the county of Waterford.

                                                                               Information is recorded under columns headed

                   ‘Period from which contract dates’, ‘No. of Contract’, ‘Name and Address of 

                   Contractor’, ‘Name and Address of Sureties’, ‘Particulars of the Nature of Contract’, 

                   ‘Duration of Contract’, ‘Chargeability’, ‘Yearly payment to contract’ and a series of

   GJ/

                   twenty-eight columns headed ‘Quarter ended’ and ‘Date of issue of Paying Order’, 

                   followed by a final column headed ‘Observations’. Initially the information is 

                   recorded as per Assizes and is divided according to barony but this changes to 

                   Quarterly meetings in October 1899 and information is recorded under districts 

                   such as, ‘Waterford No. 1’ and ‘Clonmel No. 2’ coinciding with the end of the 

                   Grand Jury system of administration and the takeover of its duties by the Rural 

                   District Councils and Waterford County Council who took over the road and 

                   public works functions of the grand jury.                                      200ff

                                                                               Account Books of Waterford Grand Jury

                                                                               in current account with the Provincial Bank 

                                                                               of Ireland, Waterford Branch. Details 

                   payments into the account of the county by individuals balances against the total 

                   expenditure brought forward with additions of other expenses such as, the 

                   maintenance of prisoners and payments to the Bank of Ireland. The balance of money 

                   in the Bank of Ireland is certified by the manager and accountant of the Bank at the 

                   end of the accounts for each year.   

      21         6 March 1863-6 May 1873                                                          c. 100ff

      22         7 May 1873-19 September 1876                                                  c. 200ff

      23         3 October 1876-8 May 1882                                                        c. 300ff

                                                                               Current Account Books of the Provincial 

                                                                               Bank of Ireland Limited, Waterford in 

                                                                               account with the county of Waterford. Details

                   the payments made to individuals such as, an interpreter of Irish and to businesses and 

                   organisations for work and duties carried out on behalf of the Grand Jury balanced

                   against the total receipts brought forward with additional receipts from individuals and 

                   interest from the Bank of Ireland. The balance due to the county of Waterford by the 

                   Provincial Bank of Ireland Limited, Waterford is certified at the end of the accounts 

                   for each year. The accounts are signed by Coutenay Croker, auditor, at the end of each 

                   financial year.       

      24         11 May 1888-1891                                                                       c. 200ff

      25         1891-7 March 1894                                                                      c. 200ff

      26         Spring 1868 – Summer 1889                File containing accounts of the Grand Jury of

                                                                               Waterford County and also the Grand Jury of

                                                                               the city of Waterford following the Spring 

                   and Summer Assizes. Details the account of the Secretary, a Memorandum for testing

                   the accuracy of the Secretary’s account with the County as compared with the Bank 

                   Account, a memorandum to test the accuracy of Liability Sheet following the Summer

                   Assizes accounts, an account of Receipts since the rendering of the Secretary’s last 

                   Account. A list of Presentments of the last Assizes upon which the Secretary has 

GJ/

                   made advances showing the authority by which each was made a list of Queries 

                   discharged previously to the last Assizes on which the Secretary has made 

                   made payments since rendering his last account, an account of all sums received by

                   Baronial Collectors and lodged by them in the County Bank, pursuant to the 

                   Secretary’s Warrants and of all sums, if any remaining due by any Barony, Abstract

                   of New Presentments and Applotments. A list of sums paid by the Secretary since

                   his last account for expenses of Prosecutors and Witnesses, the Liabilities and Assets

                   and a Recapitulation Account. A list showing the payments made by the Secretary

                   since the rendering of his last Account to Contractors out of any loans received for the 

                   use of the County and estimates of sums that may be required to be advanced for the 

                   County until the next Assizes.                                                               475 items                    

      27         1898-1899                                           Rough balance sheet of the Grand Jury for 

                                                                               county Waterford detailing the assets and 

                                                                               liabilities of the county. Assets such as, the 

                   balance in the bank, grants and sundry receipts and expenses such as, witness 

                   expenses and payments on queries.                                                8pp

      28         18 May 1895-8 June 1897                    File containing certificates to be 

                                                                               presented to the treasurer of Waterford county

                                                                               stating that a contractor has completed the 

                   work required and is therefore entitled to payment, issued by the County Surveyor.

                                                                                                                       2 items

      29         1882                                                    File containing printed notices issued by 

                                                                               R.H. Power, secretary to the Grand Jury

                                                                               for the baronies of Glenahiry, Middlethird 

                   and Upperthird detailing resolutions passed at previous assizes, particulars of 

                   applications for presentments stating the names of applicants and the decision at 

                   sessions. The date and time of Special Sessions is given as are the names of ratepayers

                   appointed to be associated with the Justices at these sessions. Contains pencil written 

                   annotations and rough calculations on the reverse of notices.             3 items

      30         1867 – 1885                                         A volume of Parliamentary Acts and Motions

                                                                               regarding the registration of persons entitled to 

                                                                               vote and to define right of voting and regulate

                   proceedings in the election of members, the making and collection of rates. Includes 

                   lists of polling districts for counties Kilkenny and Waterford and newspaper cuttings

                   in relation to elections and registration for voters.                                      1 vol.        

GJ/

In 1796 an Act was passed for the repair of the 

Military Road, beginning at the Courthouse in 

Waterford City and leading to Tallow, through


        Kilmacthomas, Cappoquin and Lismore to Cork. This Act established a Turnpike


        Board. The Turnpike Board entered into contracts for the repair and building of


        of the road and established gates or turnpikes along the route at which those using the


        road had to pay a fee or toll. The Board used the monies raised by these tolls to carry 


        out their duties. The Turnpike Board continued to carry out its functions as road 


        authority until the Waterford Road Repeal Act of 1847 was introduced. This Act


        transferred all of the functions of the Turnpike Board to the Grand Jury of Waterford 


        county. These records were held by Michael Mortimer, treasurer to the Turnpike 


        Board and later secretary to the Grand Jury. They were transferred by him to the 


        Grand Jury in 1848 when the Waterford Road Repeal Act was enacted and became


        part of the Grand Jury records. 

      31
        1808-1818 

    Memorandum Book recording order and resolutions






     passed by the Grand Jury relating to roads and their





     upkeep affecting the work of the Turnpike Board and  

the supervision of such work. Includes the names of supervisors, the roads they were supervising, their salary and the date of the grant of money by the Grand Jury. 








c. 30pp

       32
        31 July 1822- 

     Turnpike Resolution Book recording the minutes


        2 July 1848

     of the meetings of the Turnpike Board. Includes 






     detailed copies of contracts for repair of roads, gates


        and bridges. Concludes with the Repeal of the Road Act and a statement of accounts


        for the Grand Jury Summer Assizes 1848. 



c. 400pp

       33          22 October 1822 - 

     Turnpike Account Book recording receipts of tolls 


        6 April 1848
                  and payments made by the Turnpike Board. Includes






     index to entries.                                c. 300pp

       34
        1846 – 7 January 1848            File containing correspondence relating to the 






     introduction of the Waterford Road Repeal Act, 






     including copy resolutions, statement of accounts and


        copies of the Act. 






9 items 

       35
        c. 1830 


     Volume containing copies of Acts relating to the 






      repair of roads, indexed and held by Michael 






      Mortimer, Treasurer, Turnpike Board.    c. 100pp 

GJ/

       36 
        1836-1837 

      Volume containing copies of Acts relating to the 






      repair of roads, indexed with occasional comments 






      in the margins. Held by Michael Mortimer, 


        Treasurer, Turnpike Board. 




c. 100pp 

       37          1821-1830 

      Copy of a printed Assize Book detailing the 






      presentments made by the Grand Jury and held by 






      Michael Mortimer, Treasurer, Turnpike Board. 

c. 400pp

       38 
         1830-1840 

      Copy of printed Assize Book detailing the 






      presentments made by the Grand Jury and held by 






      Michael Mortimer, Treasurer, Turnpike Board. 











c. 400pp
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