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                        COMHAIRLE CATHRACH AGUS CONTAE PHORT LÁIRGE
WATERFORD CITY AND COUNTY COUNCIL

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 27th MARCH 2024 IN COUNCIL CHAMBER, CITY HALL, WATERFORD. 
FREEDOM OF WATERFORD CITY & COUNTY.
	
	Present




	
	[bookmark: _Hlk144284444]Cllr. Joe Conway (Mayor)
	Cllr. Cristiona Kiely

	Cllr. Jim Griffin
	Cllr. Conor McGuinness

	Cllr. Liam Brazil 
	Cllr. Jason Murphy

	Cllr. Joeanne Bailey
	Cllr. Mary Roche

	Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan
	Cllr. John Pratt

	Cllr. David Daniels
	Cllr. Thomas Phelan

	Cllr. Jody Power
	Cllr. Seamus Ryan

	Cllr. Pat Fitzgerald
	Cllr. Eamon Quinlan

	Cllr. Damien Geoghegan
	Cllr. John O’Leary

	Cllr. John Hearne
	Cllr. Donal Barry

	Cllr. Stephanie Keating
	Cllr. Pat Nugent

	Cllr. Ger Barron
	Cllr. Joe Kelly

	Cllr. Adam Wyse,
	Cllr. Mairead Tobin

	Cllr. Declan Clune
	Cllr. Frank Quinlan

	Cllr. Declan Doocey
	




	
Apologies: Cllr. Tom Cronin, Cllr. Seanie Power, Cllr. Seamus O’Donnell.



	Officials in Attendance



Mr. M. Walsh, Chief Executive
[bookmark: _Hlk150872490]Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, Economic Development
[bookmark: _Hlk153527137]Mr. P. Johnston, A/Director of Services, Corporate Services, IS, HR, Culture and Planning
Ms. C. Hartley, Senior Executive Officer, Housing
[bookmark: _Hlk158366298]Ms. H. Dunphy, Meeting Administrator
Ms. A. Flynn, Corporate 

	1. Freedom Ceremony



The purpose of the Special Meeting of the Council was to complete in pursuance of the Council Resolution dated 14th December 2023, the admittance (Honoris Causa) of Gilbert O’Sullivan to the Freedom of the City and County of Waterford. 

Present were Gilbert O’Sullivan’s family, Oireachtas Members and the Media.

The opening address was delivered by the Mayor, Cllr. Joe Conway who welcomed everyone. He said since it was first granted in 1195, the Freedom of Waterford has represented a distinguished honour. Today we gather to bestow upon Gilbert O’Sullivan the Freedom of Waterford, a testament to his contributions and the esteem in which he is held. We celebrate not only the conferring of this accolade but also celebrate the impact Gilbert has made on our community and beyond. He spoke of Gilbert’s success with songs such as  ‘Nothing Rhymed’,  
‘Clair,’ ‘Get Down’ and ‘Alone Again (Naturally)’ and mentioned other milestones and accolades that Gilbert O’Sullivan has achieved through his career spanning 50 years.
He called on Cllr. O’Sullivan to formally propose the motion that the Freedom of Waterford  be conferred on Gilbert O’Sullivan.

Cllr. O’Sullivan said it was a honour for her to propose the motion to admit Gilbert O’Sullivan to the Freedom of Waterford in recognition of his enormous service to the music industry for the last 50 years. Waterford-born Gilbert has carved out a remarkable career earning global success and critical acclaim and is hailed as one of the great singer-songwriters and she said he will always be one of Waterford’s greats. 
Seconding the motion Cllr. Kelly said Gilbert is world renowned with a string of chart-topping singles like "Clair" and "Get Down," and albums such as "Back to Front" reaching top positions in the UK charts. Further achievements include three Ivor Novello Awards and notable performances at BBC Proms and Glastonbury.  He said Gilbert’s fifty-year career, adorned with awards and performances around the world, is why Gilbert is deserving of this honour and he wished him a continued long and lustrous career. 
The Mayor invited the members to stand and the motion was adopted unanimously with acclamation.
Gilbert O’Sullivan was presented by the Mayor with an inscribed pen with which he added his signature to the Freedom Roll. The Mayor then presented him with a silver freedom box and a signed and sealed illustrated scroll of his admittance to the Freedom Roll. During the signing the Meetings Administrator noted the details of the inscription in the Freedom Roll ‘In the  Council Chamber, City Hall, Waterford by resolution of the Mayor and Members of the City & County Council, Gilbert O’Sullivan is admitted to the Freedom of the City and County of Waterford, honoris causa on the twenty seventh day of March 2024’.

Ms. Rosemary Ryan outlined the history of the Freedom of Waterford which she explained was a coveted privilege and honour since civic government replaced governors back in 1195.
Since the 18th Century, she explained, it became custom to present the freedom in small circular handmade silver boxes and this is what has been done for today’s ceremony. She spoke about the freedom scrolls and the miniature certificates that were a medieval tradition and were made of calf skin vellum, as in the Book of Kell’s, and that this has all been done to keep with the established tradition.

In his response Gilbert O’Sullivan said it was a great honour to receive the Freedom of Waterford. He said to be here today surrounded by family and friends is a special moment and one he will never forget. He said his mother would have loved this. He said he is proud of his roots saying his mother had run a sweet shop in Waterford whilst his father was employed by Clover Meats. He spent the first eight years of his life in Waterford before moving to England. He spoke of visits to Waterford in the late 1960s and how with the success of his first single ‘Nothing Rhymed’ everything changed for him. In conclusion he said if he were to write an autobiography among his achievements taking pride of place would be his conferring with the Freedom of Waterford. 

Mayor invited members to comment on behalf of their groups, Cllr. Keating (FF), Cllr. Geoghegan (FG), Cllr. Ryan (LAB), Cllr. Fitzgerald (SF), Cllr. Barry (IND), Cllr. J. Power (GP) and Cllr. Roche (SD) all congratulated Gilbert O’Sullivan on receipt of the Freedom.


This concluded the business of the meeting.




Signed: ____________________________________		Dated: _______________ 
Mayor of Waterford City & County Council




