WCCC – Community Recognition Fund 2024
On 15th March 2024, Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather Humphreys and Minister of State Joe O’Brien, announced details of a €50 million Community Recognition Fund. The allocation for County Waterford is €1,436,394, including €71,819 for administration.  Applications can be submitted across three application windows:
[image: ]
At least 20% of the funding (€272,915) has to be held back for proposals under the 3rd application window, leaving €1,091,660 to be allocated under Windows 1 & 2.    The minimum level of funding for an individual project is €50,000 up to a maximum of €500,000 (with those in excess of €200,000 requiring a specific business case).  If the full allocation of €1,091,660 is not allocated under application window 1, the balance will be applied to window 2 time-frame. 

This major initiative follows on from the 2023 Community Recognition Fund and aims to support the development of community infrastructure and facilities for the benefit of the entire community in recognition of the contribution being made by communities across the country in welcoming and hosting significant numbers of arrivals from Ukraine and other countries.

The scheme details set out that only areas which have high levels of new arrivals will be deemed eligible for this scheme.  In Waterford, the main areas with the highest numbers of people from Ukraine and from other countries are the towns of Lismore, Dungarvan/Ballinroad, Tramore and Waterford City centre/North West Suburbs (map of eligible areas to be provided).

The proportionate value of the funding proposed for the identified areas under Windows 1 & 2 are:
Waterford City 	€550,660
Tramore		€220,000
Lismore		€160,500
Dungarvan		€160,500

Waterford City & County Council is seeking applications for large scale capital project proposals that service the areas listed above only.  The successful projects will be capital in nature, will address needs in their areas and will deliver medium-long term benefits for the entire community.  
 
The application process will be competitive with specific evaluation criteria.  Interested groups will need to outline their capacity to deliver the project including details of the track record of project partners and experience of delivering similar projects.   Groups should consider their respective project requirements, clear projected costs, planning dependencies, and demonstrate how their project will benefit the entire community.  Projects must be achievable within the allowed timeframes.  Favourable consideration will be given to groups who can provide match funding. 

Smaller projects cannot be artificially combined to meet the minimum threshold of €50,000 – while the 2023 scheme provided funding for small scale investment in clubs and communities (e.g. for small scale equipment), the focus of the 2024 scheme is on projects of greater scale and impact.  

The possible types of capital projects that can be funded under the scheme include:
· development, enhancement or refurbishment of community or cultural facilities including play areas, walkways, parks, community/sensory gardens including communication boards, allotments, and recreational areas;
· development, enhancement or refurbishment of local club and sports facilities including facilities such as community swimming pools, changing rooms, toilets, digital aids such as score / information boards etc.
· enhancement to school/parish facilities which are open to use by all of the community after school hours;
· purchase of larger scale equipment for local clubs, festivals, community events and organisations e.g. music, arts or sports equipment that benefit the full community;
· transport infrastructure such as the purchase of community vehicles, bus shelters and attendant information boards;
· projects that help address dereliction and/or wider local economic and community development objectives;
· purchase and refurbishment of vacant or derelict buildings for community use where a clear need is identified.

Other details of the Scheme:
· A minimum spend of 50% of the expenditure must be incurred by 10th October 2025.
· All projects must be fully completed with funding drawn down by 9th October 2026.
· The minimum level of funding for an individual project is €50,000 up to a maximum of €500,000.
· The funding should not be used to fund or co-fund existing financial commitments from any Government Scheme.
· National Procurement Guidelines and DPER Circular 13/2014 must be adhered to in respect of each project funded under the funding proposal, and confirmation of this will form part the Department’s control regime for the Fund.

To be considered under this fund, an application form must be completed for the proposed project and submitted by Wednesday 15th May 2024 at 4:00 p.m.   A link to an online form will be available on the Council’s Community Grants webpage.
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