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Minutes of Environment, Biodiversity & Climate Action SPC Meeting held on
 Wednesday, 5th March 2025
Present
SPC Members : 
Cllr. Jim Griffin (Chair), Cllr. John Hearne, Cllr. Adam Wyse, Cllr Niamh O’ Donovan, Cllr. Declan Barry, Cllr. Joe O’ Riordan, Mr Thomas Healy, Ms Laura Forbes O’ Brien, Ms. Ithel McKenna, 
Mr Chris Santillo.

Officials: 
Mr Fergus Gleeson, DOS, Ms Dawn Wallace, SEO, Mr Niall Kane, SEE, Ms Grainne Kennedy SEE, Ms Ella Ryan, Environmental Awareness Officer, Louise Tobin, AO, Ms Marina Mulligan, Biodiversity Officer, Jean Dullea ASO.
Guest Speaker:
Dearbhla Richardson, Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty Presentation
Apologies
Mr. Mujahid Tabassum
Cllr Griffin welcomed the members and noted apologies received and the minutes from 
12th December 2024 were approved and no matters arising.

1. Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty: Dearbhla Richardson
Dearbhla Richardson presented the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty which is a proposed treaty that aims to stop the expansion of fossil fuel sector and phase out fossil fuel energy in line with critical climate targets set out int the 2015 Paris Agreement.  The Fossil Fuel Treaty has already been adopted by several other local authorities.  If the Fossil Fuel Treaty was endorsed by WCCC it would demonstrate leadership in the area of climate action and aid steering the national political agenda to more renewable energies and energies efficiencies.
Cllr J Hearne noted the vulnerability of the elderly and those in poorer areas with regards to fuel poverty.  This demographic would have challenges in the use of alternatives heating energy systems to fossil fuels due to the cost implications.  Cllr Griffin noted that consideration should be given to the requirement of fossil fuels during storms, as with the recent storm Eowyn and the electricity power shortages in areas of the country.   D. Richardson agreed with Cllr Hearne and Cllr Griffin and these points should be taken into consideration on the development of the treaty.   Cllr O’ Donovan noted that she was in consultation with Senior Ministers with regards to creative thinking to deal with grants for solar panels/EV cars and other options.  G. Kennedy and D. Wallace thanked Dearbhla for her informative presentation.  The Presentation would be circulated and there would be an offsite call to share the draft treaty with Cllr N O’ Donovan and Cllr J Griffin and G. Kennedy to consider taking a motion going forward. Action by: G. Kennedy & Cll  J Griffin & Cllr N O’ Donovan
2. Draft Litter Management Plant: Niall Kane
N. Kane presented the Review of the draft Litter Management Plan and explained there is a requirement to propose a plan under the Litter Pollution Act every three years, which is a reserved function and needs public consultation before the council can vote to adopt it.  The SPC agreed for the public display and advertise next week, the closing date for submissions would be 30th April 2025.  The recommendation for approval to go to Plenary will be considered at the SPC in June.  Action by: N. Kane
Cllr Wyse suggested reducing dog fouling bins as to not give the public an option.  E. Whelan has been researching this option, however, cooperation with Tidy Towns would be required and an area of consensus would require community support.  Cllr Wyse suggested an education campaign to fight littering in a different way.
Cllr O’ Donovan queried whether the use of CCTV could be implemented for waste and litter.  
D. Wallace explained the Corporate IT Strategy to manage CCTV across the organisation of waste and litter was under review and when the strategy was in place there would be further review of implementation of CCTV.  F. Gleeson will liaise with I. Grimes regarding CCTV. D. Wallace reminded all that the use of CRM for recording littering incidents is paramount as it provides the evidence base for moving forward.  N. O’ Donovan queried the use of signage for fly tipping areas.  N. Kane explained that signage would attract more of this behaviour as it would be seen that the council would respond.  However, it can be assessed whether signage would be appropriate in relative areas. F. Gleeson explained the importance of using CRM to report incidents and that a working group is in place to assess how CRM can be improved.  

3. 	KIMO
E. Ryan explained KIMO is a network of local governments, working together for healthy seas, clean beaches, and thriving coastal communities.  Following the previous meeting a report was circulated which required a representative from the SPC and outlined the requirements of the membership role.  Cllr O’ Donovan agreed to be the KIMO representative and arrange to meet with E. Ryan next week to review policies and actions to sustain healthy seas.  Action: E. Ryan & Cllr N O’ Donovan.
4. 	Biodiversity Strategy
The Biodiversity Strategy was presented by M. Mulligan in relation to EU Policy, National Legislation and Hedgecutting and will have to be in place by 2026. The creation of Biodiversity Working Group requires a representative from the SPC to participate and provide SPC assistance.  Also required is approval from the SPC for Public Consultation at libraries.  Following the creation of the Biodiversity Strategy Working Group M. Mulligan will return to report and consult with the SPC.  Ethel McKenna expressed interest in becoming a SPC representative for the Biodiversity Strategy Working Group.   Action: M. Mulligan & Ethel McKenna & Cllr J Hearne
5. 	RMCEI Report 2024 
D. Wallace gave an update on that the RMCEI Report 2024 was submitted on time. Feedback is expected late 2025.  Adam James, Assistant Scientist and Eoin McMenamin, Graduate Scientist have developed the standard operating procedures in relation to the agri inspections.  



6. 	Rural Water Services
D. Wallace explained that the formation of the Water Quality Team is near completion.  Eamon Morrissey will take up the position of Senior Executive Scientist on 10th March and will be introduced at the next SPC meeting.   Two technicians have been reassigned to deal with private water testing and septic tank inspections.
7.	Construction & Demolition Waste
Construction and Demolition waste was presented by N. Kane.  N. Kane explained C & D is the fastest growing waste stream, only 8% waste is currently recycled. Changes involve the National EOW Decision on recycled aggregates to allow for the reuse of crushed concrete, also the National By-Product Criteria on site won asphalt allows them to be reused in manufacture of more bitumen macadam.  The National by-product criteria on Greenfield Soil and Stone simplifies the process to allow for reuse and notification has been changed from 10 weeks to period of 5 days and responsibility has been passed to LAs.
Landfill and Waste Recovery Levys  
To encourage diversion of waste, changes being made to the levy regimes. 
· Exemption on C&D waste being phased out From January 1st 2025 at landfills 
· From September 1st at EPA licenced recovery sites 
· From March 1st 2026 at LA authorised sites. 
· Levy for recovery to be set at €10 per tonne
Exemption still remains for the following; waste wood, hazardous waste, invasive alien species, defective concrete blocks arising from the Pyrite Remediation Scheme; non-greenfield soil and stone as defined in Regulation.
Niall explained that this will create a new workload collecting levies and inspecting construction sites for greenfield soil and stone.
Cllr J Griffin and T Healy noted that this was the first they had heard of these changes.  Action: N. Kane to share the presentation 
8.	Textile Waste: Niall Kane
N. Kane explained that Ireland generated more textile waste than the EU average.  As from 1st January, there will be separate textile collection which will require an expansion of clothes banks. Currently private operators have no governmental support and if not profitable the market will collapse.  Steps are consideration which may involve in a levy on production of textiles.  A Waste Framework Directive needs to be cognisant of the statistics and strive to support the Textile Clothing Banks. 
N. Kane noted that EPA and Minister to put forward Waste Management Plan.
9.	Any Other Business
Clean Air Together
D. Wallace gave a brief on Clean Air Together which is an EPA Initiative which will be rolled out across all cities.  It is a citizen science project and requires volunteers to monitor with test tubes nitrogen dioxide from traffic in their area for four weeks and EPA will analyse results.  Limerick have completed the exercise and published their results.  More information to follow later in the year as it is due to be implemented in Waterford.
Climate Action Plan 
Climate Action Plan – progress report to be circulated to all.
Cllr Barry noted the discolouration of water in docks in Passage & Dunmore at periods. N. Kane explained that Adam James has tested the water and no pollution was identified.  The public have raised concerns, so the public need to be reaffirmed that adequate testing has taken place. Any further reports will of course be investigated.

Meeting concluded with Cllr Griffin thanking all on the committee.
Date of Next Meeting
Tuesday, 3rd June 2025, Civic Offices, Dungarvan.
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