 
CATHRACH AGUS CONTAE PHORT LÁIRGE
WATERFORD CITY AND COUNTY COUNCIL

MINUTES
COMERAGH DISTRICT MEETING

DÚICHE AN CHUMARAIGH
	HELD ON 18th June 2025 in Council Chamber, Dungarvan 	


Present:
Cllr. Seánie Power, Cathaoirleach
Cllr. Catherine Burke
Cllr. Liam Brazil
Cllr. John O’Leary
Cllr. Declan Clune

Officials in Attendance:
Helena Dennehy, Director of Services, Housing 
Seamus de Faoite, Director of Services, Housing
Gabriel Hynes, A/ Director of Services, Roads
Maria Goff, A/ Senior Executive Engineer, Roads
Dawn Wallace, SEO, Environment
Aisling O’Sullivan, SP, Planning
Johnny Brunnock, Trails Officer, Rural Development
Lisa Grant, Meetings Administrator, Corporate

Cllr. Clune welcome Seamus de Faoite and Lisa Grant to the Comeragh District meetings.

	VOTES OF SYMPATHY


It was unanimously resolved that this council extends its sympathies to the families of the late Jackie Queally, Kay Whelan, Pat Foran, Tony Kirwan and Cait Mansfield.

	1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


The minutes of District Meeting held on 21st May 2025 were proposed by Cllr. Brazil and seconded by Cllr. Clune and agreed by all.

	2. MATTERS ARISING


Cllr. Clune advised that he met with Chief Superintendent Pettit and there was an update on crime.  L. Grant advised that it is intended to convene a Plenary Workshop with An Garda Síochána to discuss concerns.

Cllr. Clune sought an update on the payment date for the General Municipal Allocation.  L. Grant to revert when payment date confirmed.

3. [bookmark: _Hlk90548770]Reports
(a) Planning
Cllr. Clune queried how the revised National Planning Framework will affect the existing Development Plan and what the process would be.  Cllr. Brazil also noted the need for clarification on the NPF including the zoning of land noting the need to prioritise the development of already zoned and working with utility providers.  Cllr. Power also noted the issues with infrastructure.  Cllr. Clune queried if there was sufficient infrastructure but developers were not putting the land into productive use.

A O’Sullivan advised that the changes in planning will be happening over a number of years on a phased basis.  The Development Plan review will commence in 2026.  Under the Planning Act, Development Plans will now have a 10 year time frame and Planning will be engaging with Councillors on the changes.  It was agreed that zoned land and infrastructure is an issue.  Planning are awaiting government figures on population targets which will inform the review.  It was noted that the RZLT addresses the issue of serviceable land not being developed and that the Active Land Management Team was working proactively with developers to address this issue.

Cllr. Burke requested details on the timeframes for the Community Heritage Grant.
A. Sullivan to confirm and revert.

(b) Housing
Cllr. Brazil raised health and safety concerns regarding the wall behind the Kilmacthomas Health Centre and asked that it be prioritised.  Land zoned as housing in Stradbally which is not being developed was raised.  Cllr. Brazil raised the issue of the housing need in the area and stated that the Choice Based Letting Scheme does not always suit towns and villages and that the two bed units available are not suitable for all families and that there is a need for larger units in areas including Lemybrien.

H. Dennehy confirmed that the Council are not satisfied with contractor and a Senior Engineer has met with the contractor to get a start date.  She further noted that it is not possible to engage an alternative contractor as the works are part of a tender process.  It is expected that the new housing targets, as part of the new Housing for All, will be notified in July-September.

Cllr. Burke supported Cllr. Brazil’s comments and sought clarification on that only eight properties were allocated to the Comeragh area in 2024.  The housing need in the Comeragh area was flagged and an update on the number from the Comeragh area on the Housing List was requested.  The number of vacant properties in the Comeragh was also requested and how many had been progressed. 

Cllr. O’Leary raised the issue that local people were not getting local properties and that the CBL does not prioritise locals.  Cllr. Burke also noted that the key issues was those from the Comeragh area on CBL.  Cllr. Brazil supported previous comments that the unit sizes being built are not always suitable and noted that in Kilmeaden, all the Part Vs are two beds.

H. Dennehy noted the large volume of interest in the Choice Based Letting Scheme with over 1,000 expressing an interest.  Regarding housing need in the area, a report has been issued previously but an update will be issued.  As of May 2025 there were two voids in the Comeragh area.

H. Dennehy advised that Housing meets developers to discuss needs and that for Part Vs there was generally a mix of 2 and 3 beds and in relation to Kilmeaden, there may still be units to be allocated.  She further clarified that the Allocations Policy does not allow for prioritising local residents.  Waterford Council’s policy is adopted by the Members and was agreed in 2024.  The matter can be brought to the SPC but as the policy was only adopted in 2024, it would generally be two years before a review would be conducted.

S. de Faoite noted that the Choice Based Letting Scheme does allow people an open choice to apply across the country.  There is no weighting for local applicants.

Cllr. O’Leary queried if the Disabled Persons Grant could cover the cost of a replacement boiler.

H. Dennehy advised that under the DPG, the boiler can be repaired but not replaced.  Any replacement must be with a green initiative and energy efficient e.g. air to water, and this would be fully covered.

Cllr. Clune sought an update on the proposed Portlaw Cluid Housing development and the delivery schedule.  Cllr. Clune requested a review of the Housing Allocations Policy noting the need for local people to be prioritised in local area and that the current policy was impacting on rural decline.  He further noted issues with anti-social behaviour and requested that more indepth checks on potential residents to ensure the safety of all residents.

H. Denney advised that there are 12-14 properties and that Housing are awaiting confirmation from the Department.  12 units in Rossmore are due in Q4 2025/ Q1 2026.

Cllr. Power noted his agreement with the issues raised.

Cllr. Clune queried if the needs of those for one bed units were raised as part of the discussion with developers re Part Vs.  H. Dennehy responded that there are detailed discussions with developers which include all size units.

Cllr. Brazil welcomed the €1m upgrade of social housing stock and the new Fire Station for Kilmacthomas.  Regarding the Fire Station, H. Dennehy advised that it is due to commence at the end of 2026 with delivery by the end of 2027 and will be going to tender.

Cllr. Power thanked H. Dennehy for attendance at the meetings and Cllr. Clune noted that the regular reports issued had been very beneficial and it was hoped that these would continue to be issued.

(c) Environment
Cllr. Burke requested an update on the Sand Dune Management Plan for Bonmahon.

D. Wallace advised that the Bio-Diversity Officer, Marina Mulligan, is awaiting a meeting with the Coastal Ecologist in National Parks & Wildfire Services to ensure the tender is compliant with best practice for dunes.  The funding will be received over a two year period.

Cllr. Clune raised an issue from Portlaw where public sewerage is passing housing.  Irish Water have stated that it is not their responsibility as the issue is on private property but the problem originates in a public sewer pipe.

D. Wallace advised that waste water is in the ownership of Uisce Eireann.  G. Hynes noted that these are national issues requiring the engagement of the Minister with Uisce Eireann as these issues relate to legislation and cannot be dealt with at a local level.  H. Dennehy noted that in January 2024 there was a National Working Group comprising the Water Policy Unit, CCMA and Uisce Eireann looking at issues including ‘backyard’ services.  Cllr. Clune is to forward details of the issue to G. Hynes.

(d) Roads
Cllr. Burke queried if the re-surfacing on the Coast Road between Stradbally and Bonmahon was to be done on both sides of the road.  Information on how Tidy Towns Committees can engage TUS workers was requested.  A query was raised if, as part of the re-alignment works being undertaken on the road at Boatstrand, a footpath could be installed and if there is any update on the electrical point for the dock in Boatstrand.  An issue with the green area at Beechwood, Portlaw was raised.

M. Goff noted that the works were undertaken on the east bound carriageway as part of a Road Opening Licence and there was no requirement to undertake works on the opposite carriageway.  M. Goff will revert on the query re Tidy Towns and will review Beechwood, Portlaw.

G. Hynes advised that in relation to the Boatstrand re-alignment, there is no provision for a footpath but in the longer term it may be considered by Active Travel.  M. Goff will follow up with Property Management on the Boatstrand electrical point and on the Tidy Towns query.

Cllr. O’Leary sought details of the commencement date for the Carroll’s Cross re-alignment and for the Carrick-on-Suir roundabout at Kilmeaden.

M. Goff advised that the new surfacing work from Carroll’s Cross to Ballyduff will commence in the summer and will include safety adjustments at Ballyduff Cross and works at the Railway Cottage including re-alignment and the hard shoulder.  Changes to the entrance at Ballyduff GAA are not commencing in 2025.

Re Carrick-on-Suir roundabout, G. Hynes noted works are expected to commence in 2025.  He noted that as part of the PPP, CPG are in charge of the road to 2035 including changes to the road during the contract period so it is challenging getting small adjustments.  TII are engaging with the contractor as the initial costings were not acceptable and there is ongoing engagement.

Cllr. Clune complimented Roads on the quality of works at the R680 Coolfin adding that it was important to continue maintaining roads to a high standard.   A request was raised for speed ramps in residential areas and that as part of the Capital Plan roadworks that the Portlaw Square to Curraghmore Estate path be prioritised.

G. Hynes noted the comments re the R680 and will pass them onto the Machinery Yard Crew. He further noted that the increased workload to ensure roads are maintained to such a high standard requires additional funding.  Regarding the requested speed ramps, he advised that as part of the national speed limit review, the policy is 30km in housing estates noting that it is not reasonable to put speed ramps in estates and that speed was an issue for motorists and that the RSA have a role in awareness raising.  Speed tables in housing estates also cause issues with noise and for emergency vehicles.  Regarding the Capital Plan, €150,000 is allocated to the Comeragh MD and the allocation of this will be discussed with the Members at a September workshop.  €100,000 is allocated to Brown Street, Portlaw.

Cllr. Brazil requested an update on traffic calming in Lemybrien.  G. Hynes advised that there is an allocation for design and it is expected to go to tender in 2025, with construction commences in Q1 2026 subject to TII funding, noting that as this is a TII pilot project, it is unlikely that it would not be funded.

Cllr. Clune proposed suspending Standing Orders to extend the meeting time and this was seconded by Cllr. Brazil.  All were in agreement with the extension.

Cllr. Brazil requested that a letter be issued to National Parks & Wildfire Services requesting a change in timeframes for when hedge cutting can take place.  G. Hynes advised that under the Wildfire Act 1976, it is illegal to cut hedges from the 1st March to the end of August/ 1st September in order to protect diversity.  Under the Roads Act, there is an exception to cutting hedges, providing the land owner has taken reasonable steps during the appropriate time to cut the hedges.  If there is a safety issue, hedge cutting can be done under the Roads Act.  He noted, that it is not an issue for the local authority to extend the season and that he is not in favour of writing to the NP&WS to change the legislation.

Cllr. Power queried proposals for Glenstal Abbey Bridge.  M. Goff advised that that Roads will carry out bridge rehabilitation works.

(e) Economic
Cllr. Burke wished the Economic Team the best of luck with the Comeragh’s Wild Festival.  Cllr. Brazil also supported the festival, encouraging the media to promote the event and asking everyone to support.  Cllr. Power noted the work of Bernadette Drohan in organising the event and also acknowledged the great volunteer support for the event.

J. Brunnock thanked the members for their support and will pass on the comments to Bernadette and the Committee, noting that events are selling well.

Cllr. Clune asked if there was an update on the Waterford Greenway extension from Kilmeaden to the Blueway.  J. Brunnock advised that there is ongoing engagement with Tipperary County Council as the lead authority on the project.  The project is currently in Phase 1: Feasibility.  TII are currently reviewing documents following a request for changes.  Any allocation to progress to Phase 2 is subject to Phase 1 being closed out.

Cllr. Brazil requested an update on the Crough Wood embankment.  J. Brunnock advised that works are progressing and the work is of a high standard.  He will revert with a completion date which is likely to be 2-3 weeks as there are some works to be completed including landscaping and re-instatement of the road.

Cllr. Brazil queried how to commence the mountain to sea link from Mahon Falls.  J. Brunnock advised that this is included in the Comeragh Mountain Outdoor Strategy and as an objective of the Draft County Outdoor Recreation Plan to undertake a feasibility study.  In order to submit any future funding applications, it is important that this project is included in the final CORP.

Cllr. O’Leary requested that fencing on the Waterford Greenway at the Kilmacthomas Union be repaired.  J. Brunnock advised that he is co-ordinating with Roads who will be assessing.  The Greenway Maintenance Team are conducting a site visit to identify the cause to identify next steps. 

4. Correspondence
Noted.

5. Notice of Motion
Motion in the name of Cllr. Catherine Burke.
‘That Comeragh District Council calls on Waterford City & County Council, UE and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to revise and expand the Bathing Water Profile and monitoring practices for Bonmahon Bay and the River Mahon estuary. In the interest of public health, environmental protection, and accurate reporting, this Council requests: -Weekly sampling at both the eastern and western ends of Bonmahon Bay, in addition to the existing central point. -Weekly sampling within 50 metres downstream of the primary wastewater discharge at Templeyvrick. -Weekly sampling upstream of this discharge point on the River Mahon. These measures are essential to capture water quality variability and protect all users. This request follows confirmation of ongoing sewage discharge from publicly operated infrastructure in Bonmahon, and recent amendments to the Bathing Water Profile and risk assessment by WCCC in March of this year. Furthermore, Comeragh District Councillors request that a letter outlining these concerns and requests be sent to Uisce Éireann and the Environmental Protection Agency.’
Reg. No. CJ/2025/21 (Dated 11th June 2025)

In proposing the motion, Cllr. Burke, spoke about concerns about the quality of the water and the need for increased testing.

G. Hynes advised that bathing water samples are taken at Bonmahon fortnightly and that there is no issue with bathing water quality.  D. Wallace also noted that since 2023 bathing water has been excellent and that Environment act on any issues and if there are any issues notices will issue.  G. Hynes acknowledged that the primary treatment needs upgrading from three septic tanks to waste water treatment plan.  He advised that it is a long-term plan of Uisce Eireann to upgrade and anything to progress this plan is warranted.

Cllr. Clune queried if there were plans to increase the frequency of testing.  D. Wallace advised that the EPA monitor river quality in line with national policy.  EPA liaise with Uisce Eireann on the treatment of sewage where necessary.

Cllrs. Brazil, O’Leary and Clune spoke in support of the motion.

Proposed by Cllr. Burke and seconded by Cllr. Power and agreed by all.

6. AOB
None.


This concluded the business of the meeting.





Signed: ______________________________ 		         Dated: __________________
Cathaoirleach 
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