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Creative Ireland Waterford Open Call 2026
Information & Guidelines

CREATIVE IRELAND FUNDING

The Creative Ireland Programme is an all-of-government initiative committed to enhancing access to, engagement with, and enjoyment of Ireland’s culture and creativity. Within the broad range of available definitions, creativity is considered as a set of innate abilities and learned skills; the capacity of individuals and organisations to transcend accepted ideas and norms by drawing on imagination to create new ideas that bring additional value to human activity.

The vision of the Creative Ireland Programme 2023 - 2027 is to mainstream creativity in the life of the nation so that individually and collectively, in our personal lives and in our institutions, we can realise our full creative potential, thereby promoting individual, community, and national wellbeing.
Waterford City and County Council delivers the Local Authorities element of Creative Ireland’s Creative Communities programme under the name Creative Waterford.   

Creative Communities - Enabling Creativity in Every Community

Creative Waterford Open Call applications are now being sought for projects and initiatives which will take place in 2026. 
Cross-sectoral, collaborative creative projects of a community origin/focus will be given priority. To be successful, applications must show how communities are being actively encouraged to be more creative.

[bookmark: _Hlk123899453]In 2026, projects can apply for up to €10,000 through the Open Call. Up to 75% of the approved project cost will be supported by the Creative Ireland Waterford Programme with 25% being met by the successful applicants.

Applications are open to community and voluntary groups, organisations, venues, artists, writers, performers, archaeologists, historians, architects, archivists, schools, colleges, and individuals who have something to contribute to creativity and culture within Waterford.  

Proposed projects must be shown to relate to the Creative Ireland Waterford Culture and Creativity Strategy 2023 - 2027 and to one or more of the Creative Ireland Waterford Strategic Priorities. For more information on the Strategic Priorities Actions see APPENDIX 1 of this document.

[bookmark: _Hlk127797926][bookmark: _Hlk127798042]The Strategic Priorities for Creative Ireland Waterford’s Open Call 2026 ARE:
A synopsis of each of the Strategic Priorities of the Waterford Culture and Creativity 2023-2027 Open Call is available in APPENDIX 1.
· People and Place
· Supporting our Creative Sector
· Building in Creativity
· Creative Wellbeing
· Collaboration
· Climate and Biodiversity
We now invite you to see yourselves as co-creators of your own cultural and creative experiences and to mobilise communities of interest.  We encourage new, ambitious, and meaningful collaborations between people and communities. Creative Waterford wishes to ensure that creatives and cultural professionals such as artists/archaeologists/historians/archivists, and others in the culture and creative sectors within Waterford can be involved.

How to apply
To apply, you must use the Waterford City and County Council Submit website (https://waterford.submit.com/). The deadline for submissions is 4 pm on 05/03/2025. Proposed projects must be completed by the 31st of October 2025.
Applicants are required to read the Waterford Culture and Creativity 2023-2027 which is available at
http://www.waterfordcouncil.ie/departments/culture-heritage/creativeireland.htm

Applicants are encouraged to work through the Creative Waterford Toolkit which gives advice and information on how best to approach devising a project for this or any culture/community application process. The Creative Communities Toolkit is available at http://www.waterfordcouncil.ie/departments/culture-heritage/creativeireland.htm

It is anticipated that successful and unsuccessful applicants will be notified in writing by end of March 2025.

1. Criteria for funding
Your application will be judged under the following criteria. Ensure all fields are completed.
1.1. Evidence of how this planned project links to one or more of the Creative Ireland Waterford Strategic Priorities (30 marks)
1.2. Describe the quality, ambition, and evidence of collaboration within the planned project (20 marks)
1.3. Outline your ambition for this project beyond the end of 2026, should you be awarded funding (10 marks)
1.4. Outline the environmental sustainability of the project  (10 marks)
1.5. Capacity/ability and evidence of the applicant to undertake and deliver the project (15 marks)
1.6. Quality and feasibility of the proposed budget submitted (15 marks)

[bookmark: _Hlk29460633]Examples of potential projects could include, but are not limited to the following: 
· Projects that enhance the sustainability of those who work in the culture and creativity sectors.
· Projects encouraging people to explore their creativity.
· One-off projects or events in performing or visual arts, literature, culture, heritage or other areas of creativity.
· Work that can be piloted through Creative Waterford funding and built on over time.
· Projects that explore culture and heritage in creative and innovative ways.
· Workshops, talks, or lectures in performing or visual arts, literature, culture, heritage or other areas of creativity.
· Commissions for new creative work that can be showcased in Waterford.
· Research projects that add to the knowledge base about creativity in Waterford.

2. Eligibility criteria for applicants 
2.1. Who can apply
2.1.1. This Open Call is geared primarily towards not-for-profit groups/organisations to undertake innovative programmes, events, and initiatives that work with artists and creatives to use culture and creativity as the means to create positive community impacts. The projects must be collaborative and aim to foster creative communities with active participation by people. We encourage partnership between creative and community organisations & groups who seek to develop long term programmes.
2.1.2. Eligible applicants will have fully read, understood, and complied with the Creative Ireland Waterford Open Call 2025 Information & Guidelines Sheet provided on the Waterford City & County Council website.

2.2. criteria for projects
2.2.1. Creative Waterford encourages new or developing ambitious and meaningful collaborations between people and communities, such as artists/archaeologists/historians/archivists, and others in the culture and creative sectors within Waterford.
2.2.2. To be eligible for funding, the project must be based in Waterford.
2.2.3. The project must take place in the calendar year in which the money is granted. 

2.3. how much to apply for
2.3.1. The maximum grant available to an individual project in this round of funding is €10,000. Applicants for lesser amounts are also welcomed.
2.3.2. Up to 75% of the approved project cost will be supported by the Creative Ireland Waterford Programme with 25% being met by the successful applicants.
2.3.3. The value of this grant is inclusive of all costs including any fees, transport, expenses, materials, insurance, services required, and any VAT that falls due on costs.
2.3.4. The maximum amount you may request is the difference between the proposed expenditure and the proposed income you indicate in the budget section of the application form. Proposed expenditure should include all fees, wages, technical costs, promotion and publicity costs, administrative costs, etc. Proposed income should include what you expect to receive from other funders or sources, box-office receipts, programme sales etc. It is also important to reflect all Benefit-in-kind support in the income section of the budget, so reflecting the full and true value of your proposal.
2.3.5. If artists / creative professionals are engaged in the project, the evidence must be shown in the budget of the proposed fees. Note on Artists’ pay - The Arts Council is committed to improving the pay and conditions of artists. They have published a policy on the fair and equitable remuneration and contracting of artists. It is important that you read this policy in advance of making your application. You will be asked as part of the application process to set out how you will ensure proper pay and conditions for the artists that you work with. This will help us assess the feasibility of your application. The policy can be downloaded from https://www.artscouncil.ie/about/artists-pay-policy/ 
2.3.6. Benefit-in-kind (BIK) is defined as the funding of a service, venue hire, materials, professional fees etc. used in the project for free where there would normally be an expectation that a fee would be charged. To be eligible as BIK for this purpose (where possible) supporting documentation from the service provider, venue or professional should be included with the application.

2.4. suggested supporting documents to strengthen Applications
2.4.1. Previous awards applicable to the proposed project. 
2.4.2. CV(s) or Biographies in PDF format. Summary biographies of team members and CVs (no longer than 3 pages per CV) to include all key members of the team if applicable.
2.4.3. Letter of Support from each organisation or partner that is mentioned as contributing to the proposed project. Including mentioning their role and contribution to the project. 
2.4.4. Visual Documentation of Previous Events, images of the artist work, or examples of previous projects from contributing organisations or partners.
2.4.5. Written support material in PDF format only. Maximum of four examples of relevant work can be uploaded in one PDF. 
2.4.6. Links to audio recordings or video (maximum length 5 minutes each) including show-reels should be embedded into a PDF.  
2.4.7. Video or audio content should not exceed five (5) minutes in total length.

3. Terms and conditions
3.1. The fund is limited, and eligible applications will be evaluated on a competitive basis.
3.2. Geographical representation within Waterford and the distribution of funds will play a part in the overall awarding of grants.
3.3. There is no guarantee of funding for projects/events that nonetheless may have achieved the minimum eligibility criteria. 
3.4. Please note if you intend to work with children and young people you must show evidence of your child protection policy or the child protection policy of your partner organisation (Evidence will be sought if the applicant is successful).  
3.5. Groups/organisations/self-employed individuals/artists must be tax compliant, have appropriate insurance in place, and meet all Health & Safety requirements. 
3.6. It is the responsibility of the grantee to ensure that all permissions, approvals, licences and or consents needed for your project are secured.
3.7. Waterford City & County Council and Creative Ireland logos must appear on all printed material and be acknowledged on event websites, and social media. All promotional, publicity, and published materials pertaining to your Creative Ireland funded project, must acknowledge the Creative Ireland funding. This includes but is not limited to all press releases, posters, interviews, and websites.  
3.8. Successful Candidates who find it necessary to re-schedule their project/activity to another date within the approved timeframe or who need to change their planned project in any manner should contact Creative Waterford immediately with this proposal. Successful Candidates who are unable to reschedule within the approved timeframe will not be entitled to draw down the funding.
3.9. Recipients of Creative Waterford funding must produce relevant receipts for the grant to be drawn down.
3.10. Successful candidates are required to fully complete projects and provide a progress report / update to Creative Ireland Waterford Team on or before 31st Oct 2024.

4. Items and expenses excluded from the Creative Ireland Waterford Open Call 2025 funding:
4.1. Spend on alcoholic beverages, accommodation costs, fines, penalty payments, legal costs, audit fees, financial consultancy fees, and wages and salaries of consultants.
4.2. [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Any proposal where it is determined that the main beneficiary would be a private entity.
4.3. Projects that do not relate to Waterford’s Culture and/or the Creative Ireland Programme.
4.4. Capital costs are not eligible for funding under this grant, including electronics, building costs, and musical instruments, etc. If in doubt, contact creativewaterford@waterfordcouncil.ie for further clarity.
4.5. Competition awards 
4.6. Funding assistance shall not be given in respect of commercial activities. 

Please note: an independent External Panel will be appointed to assess all applications.
                                                 
Appendix 1
CREATIVE IRELAND WATERFORD OPEN CALL 2026 STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:
We ask you to directly link your idea/proposal/initiative to one (or more) of the Creative Ireland Waterford Open Call 2024 Strategic Priorities, which are outlined below.

People and Place - Actions
· Support an Irish language creative project annually.
· Develop a series “Licked Off the Stones” to explore how towns, villages and communities have unique identities and work with the local community to document what makes them unique and how their home place inspires and shapes them.
· Support projects “Digging into Waterford” that explore how Waterford’s rich heritage can breathe new life into local areas.
· Support projects that assist “new settlers” in Waterford to find their connection to the place and the community.
· Support projects that help people in Waterford remain connected with their communities e.g. Youth; Older People; Disenfranchised groups

Supporting the Creative Sector - Actions
· Carry out research the creative economy of Waterford and the South East ensuring that funding and resources are used to support professional and emerging creatives in developing partnerships and opportunities.
· Provide support for the development of networks of interest within the creative ecosystem of Waterford and collaboratively within the region.
· Support capacity building for the creative community of Waterford in collaboration with the Creativity and Culture Team.

Building in Creativity - Actions
· Work in concert with Waterford City and Council to influence our policies to include creative approaches to areas of work such as economy, housing, active cities, healthy communities and others.
· Ensure that our built heritage and public realm are used to showcase creativity and enhance placemaking activity in rural and urban areas.
· Use clear visual communications to inspire and tell the stories and outcomes generated from Creative Waterford funding.


Creative Wellbeing - Actions
· Creative Waterford and the Arts Service will include Creative Health and Well Being as an area for support in the annual Creative Waterford Open Call and will investigate opportunities to identify resources for proposals in this area.
· Place Creative Well Being as a tenet central to arts and cultural policy documents due to be issued.
· Develop the existing partnerships which the local authority has in the area of Arts and Health and investigate if further engagement opportunities exist.
· Liaise with the Health and Creative Well Being Co- Ordinator for the local authority to roll out a staff initiative based on creativity and well-being in the workplace.

Collaboration - Actions
· Continue the Creative Communities Open Call allowing communities and creatives to partner in collaborative projects.
· Support the Creativity and Culture Team to enhance their areas of work in libraries, heritage, arts, environment, Irish language etc and to further develop links with agencies, organisations and communities.
· Creative Waterford will seek out further funding opportunities for areas of specialisation in environment, economy, wellbeing and other areas over the lifetime of the strategy.

Climate and Biodiversity - Actions
· Host Climate Action and Biodiversity themed events in Waterford’s Annual Calendar of Cultural Events.
· Develop and promote collaborations between Waterford City and County Council Climate Action Team and Creative Communities.
· Continue funding support for communicating the Climate Action and Biodiversity Loss message through creative media.

The deadline for submissions is 4 pm on 06/02/2026.
If you require further information, please email creativewaterford@waterfordcouncil.ie 
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