
DUNGARVAN LEADING THE WAY WITH SHARED SPACE CONCEPT IN IRELAND 

The new design of Grattan Square is based on the Shared Space concept, widely used in Europe but 
relatively new to Ireland. The design approach is adopted where there is a need to redress the 
balance between pedestrian movement and vehicular dominance. The previous Dungarvan Town 
Council unanimously approved this project which has been incorporated under Policy INF 9 of the 
Dungarvan Town Development Plan 2013-2018 

The project has been funded through the Go Dungarvan project wherein Dungarvan was chosen as a 
Smarter Travel Demonstration Town and allocated funding of approximately €7million over a 5 year 
period to invest into a variety of Smarter Travel projects. Smarter Travel is the transport policy for 
Ireland that sets out how the vision of a sustainable travel and transport system can be achieved in 
towns across Ireland.  

One of the key objectives of the Go Dungarvan project is to reduce vehicle speeds through the busy 
town centre and make the space more conducive to a safer environment for both pedestrians and 
vehicles. The Grattan Square scheme is central to this transformation of the town centre, achieved in 
part by removing a degree of certainty from drivers – removing signage, street markings and kerbs in 
order to reintroduce the civic-minded sensibility of courtesy and sharing, encouraging car drivers 
and pedestrians to be mindful of each other.  

The removal of kerbs also assists people with limited mobility to use the space more freely. The 
introduction of tactile paving, the retention of signalised crossings at the north/south junctions and 
a well-defined perimeter route assist people with visual impairments to use the space. There are car 
parking spaces designated for people with disabilities, as well as parent and child spaces.  

Design  

Grattan Square’s new layout is a model example of how rebalancing the way in which cars and 
pedestrians use the space. It has created a more pleasant environment that is appropriate to a 
historic town centre.  

 



Grattan Square in the 19th century was more of a shared space before it became dominated by cars 
in the 20th century as seen in the postcard below.  

 

The square was dominated by traffic and had become cluttered with signage, street furniture, worn 
out kerbs and footpaths with a variety of finishes. The aim of the new design was to reduce this 
clutter to make the square easier to use and more visually appealing.  

 



In the image above, cabinets, lights, signage and other miscellaneous street furniture in different 
finishes that has built up over time contribute to an untidy streetscape.  

It is designed to allow the character of the town, its buildings and shopfronts to become more 
prominent again. This will encourage more people to use the square and to stay for longer.  

The re-design of the square had the following aims:  

• To make better pedestrian and cyclist connections to and from adjacent streets and car 
parking areas to encourage more pedestrians in to the square.  

• To rationalise the amount of car parking on the square and balance it with the amount of 
space used for civic activities such as café terraces, public seating, markets and events.  

• To make the square flexible in the way it is used in order to be able to cater for events of 
different sizes throughout the year.  

• To reduce the visual clutter of all the different signs and street furniture and paving 
materials  

• To use a simple palette of materials including street furniture and paving to allow the 
buildings and shopfronts to become the focus of the square. 

• To create more space for tree planting whilst respecting the architectural setting of the 
surrounding buildings.  

• To make the design unique to Dungarvan, using local materials and enhancing the special 
character and identity of the place.  

 

The amount of car parking has been reduced slightly in favour of more public space, particularly at 
the sunny north end of the square with new trees, seating and areas for small events. There is still a 
considerable amount of parking available in the square, as well as in car parks which are close by. 
The flat surface of the square and the layout of the parking allow for some or all areas to be closed 
off when there is an event taking place.  

The new paving design has invested in high quality local limestone that contributes to some of the 
characterful towns in the south east. It is used in different forms and textures to bring out the 
quality of the stone – from the large kerbstones through to the small setts detail around the edges of 
buildings. The pink tactile paving is also an Irish Limestone, from a small quarry in Kerry. The robust 
concrete paving units, which have stone in the finishes, are bedded and jointed in high strength 
mortar to withstand the intense daily use on the busy square.  

 



 

Design extract showing part of the new layout of the square.  

One of the ways the scheme has reduced clutter is to combine the cabinets that contain power 
sockets in to a new design for seating. These are located in each quadrant of the square so each area 
can be used individually. More power has been provided at these locations than existed before, and 
the new light standards and banner poles also have power sockets. This will avoid the need for noisy 
generators at a busy event. Two of the lights have a mains water supply hidden in them for use by 
markets and for cleaning.  

The design has incorporated significant improvements to underground infrastructure including the 
installation of new water infrastructure and a spare utilities network for future use. 

 

Some of the existing street furniture has been recycled and refurbished, giving a new colour palette 
of greys from stainless steel through to charcoal grey. This grey colour palette has the effect of 
making a neutral ground plane which acts as a foil to the architecture of the historic buildings and 
colourful shopfronts  

“The concept of shared space means that both pedestrians and traffic are expected to slow down, 
observe and yield right of way  everywhere in the Square showing equal respect for each other.” 

 



 

The design allowed for special stones to be etched at the thresholds of the shops on the square. 
These may have been house numbers or shop names, but Waterford County Museum responded 
with an idea of etching the stones with historic references to events and people of Dungarvan.  

 

 

 

Music and dancing on the square – transposed by Rachel Power from original drawings for 
Waterford Museum.  



 

These include drawings of people who used the square in the C18th including people selling bread 
and hens, dancers and musicians and people at the well. So the people who shared the space in the 
past, share it once more with everyone else.  

 


